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Red Countries Play Down the Death 

~ ' : /■ ? ■ — 


By MARTIN GANSBERG 

Communist countries appeared 
yesterday to be slowly inform- 
mg their people of the death 
on Saturday of Nikita S. 
Khrushchev, with short notices 


m newspapers and brief reports 
on television and radio. 

Typical of the reaction of 
these countries was that of 
Poland, where the newspapers 
carried articles no longer than 
a single paragraph on their 
tront pages. There was no com- 
ment from the Government, and 
television reports used no film 
of the former Soviet Premier. . 
, hi Cuba, a radio station that i 
broadcasts news continuously 1 
made no announcement of the ■ 
death of Mr. Khrushchev in its 1 
Saturday reports. The Cuban 1 
Communist newspaper, Granina, 
does not publish ever - ths £ 
weekend. £ 

Rumanians Quiet f 

Sunday newspapers in Ru- 
mania did not carry word of the 
death and radio and television 
stations also ignored the news. 
An official at Agerpress, the 
state-run news agency, said 
there would be no comment un- 
til today. 

.Spokesmen for the Commu- 
nist party in the United States 
rdeclmed to comment on Mr 
Khrushchev’s death, although 
one man said that he thought 
there would be an official state- 
ment m The Daily World, the 
party’s newspaper, this week. 
Editors of the newspaper could 
not be reached by telephone 
yesterday. > r 

What reaction there was 
seemed to be limited in some 
P ersona t messages to 
| Mr. Khrushchev’s widow, Nina. 


Leaders of parties in several 
d countries sent messages of con- 
“olence and mild tribute, 
h In , Y , u S“ Iavi a, for example, 
3 Marshal Tito sent a telegram 
s of sympathy to Mrs. Khrush- 
s bu t.. the tex t was not 

made public. And in Rome 

f ofrtL n 0n i? 0 ’ 3ecreta ry general 
i °f the Italian Communist party 

s SJSL l n u a ™ essa § e to Mre! 

? Khrushchev that her husband 
: was , a sincere friend of bur 
people and a passionate worker 
• tor peace and socialism.” 

L’Umta, the Italian Com- i 
minust party newspaper, ran < 
a headline yesterday over five i 
’ 2f T 3 el f ht columns on Page 1 t 
that read: “Khrushchev Is Dead i 
—A Protagonist of a Decade of 
®° vie t fid International Life s 
Passed Away in Moscow ” f 
Tfjf newspaper also published i: 
a i sport from its Moscow s 
bureau, noting that the Soviet tl 
capital s two afternoon news- f: 


Jl papers and Tass, the official 
i- press agency, had not men- 
tioned Mr. Khrushchev’s death. 
” r ir, ./rent page editorial in 
n. L Unita by Giancarlo Paietta, a 
l- member of the party’s direc- 
torate, said that Mr. Khru- 
shchev “was human, but he 
1 was really a man, an unforget- 
, table comrade.” 

A^ In . Lon ^ on i the Communist 
i Morning Star printed a favor- 
r able two column obituary on 
r the . death of Mr. Khrushchev, 
paying him tribute for the 
• reforms he made in Soviet life 
i after he became party chief 
‘ 1^53, 11 mentioned his speech 

to the. 1956 party Congress de- 
nouncmg the methods of Stalin 
The obituary concluded bv 
saying of Mr. Khrushchev: “The 
full story of his life and times 
is the story of the rise of the 
Soviet Union and its people to 
the very forefront of world af- 
fairs. 


